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Portland  General  Electric  Co.  has  filed  for  a  preliminary 
permit  from  the  state  hydroelectric  commission  to  build 
a  300,000-kw,  $71  million  dam  on  the  Deschutes  River  in 
central  Oregon.  Known  as  the  Round  Butte  project,  the 
construction  site  is  seven  miles  upstream  from  the  com¬ 
pany’s  recently  completed  Pel ton  project.  When  completed 
it  will  be  the  largest  hydroelectric  project  ever  built 
within  the  confines  of  Oregon.  An  outdoor-type  power 
plant  will  house  three  100,000-kw  units. 


Enrollment  of  engineering  freshmen  in  U.S.  colleges  and  uni¬ 
versities  showed  a  sharp  7.6%  decrease  over  the  preceding 
year.  This  was  the  finding  of  Dr.  Rasnnond  Walters,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  University  of  Cincinnati,  who  keeps  a  sharp 
eye  on  the  engineering  educational  picture.  Considering 
the  attrition  rate  of  engineering  students,  the  class  of 
1962  will  be  small.  The  survey  also  revealed  a  brighter 
note — enrollment  in  teachers  colleges  and  university  edu¬ 
cation  departments  was  up  nearly  19%. 


Sixteen  Western  utilities  are  cooperating  in  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  a  new  gas-cooled  atomic  power  plant  of  40,000  kw 
capacity  to  be  owned  by  Philadelphia  Electric  Co.  The 
Bechtel  Corp.  will  be  the  engineer-constructor  of  the 
plant,  which  will  have  a  Westinghouse  electric  generating 
system.  General  Atomic  Division  of  General  Dynamics  will 
be  responsible  for  all  nuclear  work.  The  new  atomic 
group,  known  as  the  ’’High  Temperature  Reactor  Develop¬ 
ment  Associate,”  will  sponsor  a  high  temperature  he¬ 
lium-cooled  and  graphite  moderated  reactor  system  which 
it  is  hoped  will  provide  a  short  cut  to  the  goal  of  eco¬ 
nomic  nuclear  power.  Western  companies  affiliated  with 
the  project  include  the  Arizona  Public  Service  Co.,  Cali¬ 
fornia  Electric  Power  Co.,  Hawaiian  Electric  Co.,  Idaho 
Power  Co.,  Montana  Power  Co,,  Pacific  Gas  and  Electric 
Co.,  Pacific  Power  &  Light  Co.,  Portland  General  Electric 
Co.,  Public  Service  Co.  of  Colorado,  Public  Service  Co. 
of  Hew  Mexico,  Puget  Sound  Power  &  Light  Co.,  San  Diego 
Gas  &  Electric  Co.,  Sierra  Pacific  Power  Co.,  Southern 
California  Edison  Co.,  Utah  Power  &  Light  Co.  and  the 
Washington  Water  Power  Co. 


The  New  Mexico  Supreme  Court  ruled  this  week  that  utility 
companies  must  pay  for  the  relocation  of  their  facilities 
in  connection  with  the  construction  of  the  interstate 
highway  program  in  New  Mexico.  The  decision  nullified  a 
law  passed  by  the  1957  state  legislature,  which  decreed 
that  the  state  should  pay  the  multimillion-dollar  cost  of 
moving  utilities  from  highway  rights-of-way.  .  .  The  State 
of  Washington  is  now  considering  legislation  which  would 
permit  the  state  to  pay  for  relocation  of  facilities  and 
a  decision  is  expected  this  month. 


Two  3.000,000-;^  TDOwer  plants  will  "be  constructed  on  British 
Columbia’s  Peace  River  if  the  plans  of  five  English  and 
Swedish  comi^anies  materialize.  The  Wenner-Gren  interests 
of  Sweden  have  formed  the  Peace  River  Power  Development 
Co.  Ltd.  to  represent  their  interests  in  British  Colum¬ 
bia.  The  Power  Securities  Corp.  Ltd.  of  England,  the 
Associated  Electrical  Industries  of  England,  the  Western 
Development  &  Power  Ltd.  (a  B.C.  -Electric  subsidiary), 
and  the  government-owned  B.C.  Power  Commission  will  be 
the  other  partners  in  the  project.  William  C.  Mainwaring, 
who  recently  resigned  his  B.C.  Electric  vice-presidency, 
will  be  president  of  the  Peace  River  Power  Development 
Co.  Ltd.  '  ' 


Enough 

power 


The  Bonneville  Power  Administration  has  reported  that  the 
public  power  agencies  in  the  Racific  Northwest  can  be 
supplied  with  their  full  requirements  in  excess  of  their 
own  resources  for  the  next  10  years.  Private  utilities 
are  assured  of  their  firm  power  requirements  for  a  period 
of  at  least -four  years.  Deliveries  of  firm  power  to  in¬ 
dustrial  loads  to  the  amount  of  1,097,000  kw  will  also  be 
made  during  the  10-year  period.  .  .  Bonneville  will  have 
approximately  400,000  kw  of  secondary  power  available, 
with  no  prospective  industrial  takers  in  the  offing.  A 
possible  outlet  would  be  to  sell  the' power  to  northern 
California.  A  Bonneville  spokesman  pointed  out  that  Cali¬ 
fornia  streams  are  low  at  exactly  the  same  time  when  the 
Columbia  River  is  at  full  runoff. 


A  request  to  establish  a  huge  electrical  district  south  of 
Tucson,  Ariz.,  to  provide  low-cost  power  for  irrigation 
pumping  has  been  rejected  by  the  Pima  County  ^oard  of 
Supervisors.  Proponents  of  the  district  indicate  they 
will  fight  the  decision  to  the  supreme  court  if  neces¬ 
sary. 

The  supervisors,  in  a  unanimous  decision,  stated  that 
all  lands  in  the  district  are  now  furnished  and  can  be 
furnished  with  adequate  power  (Tucson  Gas  &  Electric 
Power  &  Light  Qo.  territory)  and  that  they  could  see  no 
appreciable  benefit  from  the  formation  of  such  a 
district. 


Executive 

changes 


Management  Changes;  Clarence  H.  LeVee  has  been  appointed 
vice-president  of'  engineering'  o^  the  A.  B.  Chance  Co.  of 
Centralia.  For  the  past  two  years  he  has  been  director 
of  engineering  and  research  for  Hubbard  &  Co.  and  has  had 
wide  experience  in  electrical  transmission  and  distribu¬ 
tion  operations,  both  in  the  United  States  and  overseas. 

.  .  Francis  K.  McCune,  vice-president  of  General  Electric 
Co,,  has  been  elected  president  of  the  Atomic  Industrial 
Forum.  .  .  James  R.  Kearney  Corp.  announces  two  new  execu¬ 
tive  appointments.  Charles  Wenner  has  been  named  presi¬ 
dent  of  James  R.  Kearney  of  Canada  Ltd.,  succeeding  the 
late  Walter  Heinrich.  Lincoln  Wagner,  vice-president  and 
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Merger  of 
independents 


Mergers 


assistsmt  treasurer  of  the  James  R.  Kearney  Corp. ,  St. 
Louis,  has  been  named  executive  vice-president  and  will 
fill  Mr,  Heinrich’s  unexpired  term  on  the  board  of 
directors. 


Senator  Neuberger  (D-Ore.)  has  outlined  hia  revised  new  bill 
for  a  Columbia  River  development  corporation.  As  pro¬ 
posed,  the  corporation  would  be  managed  by  a  five-man 
board  appointed  by  the  President  and  would  have  the  re¬ 
sponsibility  of  supplying  the  electrical  needs  of  all 
power  consumers  and  industries  in  the  region.  All  federal 
agencies  in  the  area  would  be  required  to  deliver  power 
generated  by  federal  plants  to  the  corporation  and  the 
.  agency  would  be  given  additional  power  to  construct  and 
operate  thermal  and  nualear  generating  plants.  Incorpor¬ 
ated  in  the  proposed  bill  would  be  the  authority  to  issue 
50-year  bonds  up  to  three-quarters  of  a  billion  dollars. 


O’Keefe  &  Merritt  Co.  will  bring  out  a  line  of  electric 
ranges  sometime  in  January.  First  models  will  be  built- 
ins,  including  three  ovens  and  two  surface  units  in  11 
colors.  The  company  first  entered  the  electrical  consumer 
goods  field  in  February  1958  when,  after  40  years  of 
making  gas  appliances,  it  came  out  with  an  electric 
washer  in  combination' with  a  gas  dryer. 


Manufacturers — 
Distributors 


Allis-Chalmers  Mfg.  Co.  plans  to  acquire  S.  Morgan  Smith. 
manufacturer  of  hydraulic  turbines,  valves  and  water 
handling  equipment.  The  deal  would  be  on  a  stock, exchange 
basis  subject  to  the  approval  of  Smith  stockholders,  .  . 
I-T-E  Circuit  Breaker  has  acquired  Wilson  Electrical 
fiauf-pment  Co.  of  Houston,  Tex.  The  latter  concern  makes 
power  and  lighting  distribution  panelboards  and  similar 
equipment.  .  .  Thomas  Industries  will  purchase  assets  of 
Benjamin  Electric  fffg.  Co.  for  a  preferred  stock  and  cash 
consideration  and  will  operate  the  business  as  its 
Benjamin  Division. 


Globe  Illumination  Co.  has  been  formed  at  Los  Angeles  as  an 
autonomous  corporation  to  take  over  the  former  operation 
there  of  Globe  Lighting  Products  of  New  York.  Executive 
management  is  the  same,  with  Max  Rosenblatt  as  president, 
Alex  Rosenblatt,  vice-president  and  secretary,  Leonard 
Rosenblatt,  vice-president  and  treasurer. 


The  long  rumored  merger  of  Incandescent  Supply  Co.  and 

TSillips  &  Edwards  Electric  Corp.  awaits  the  approval  of 
the  stockholders  but  seems  certain  to  take  place  in  Jan¬ 
uary.  A1  Phillips  of  Phillips  &  Edwards  will  become  the 
chairman  of  the  board,  and  Marvin  Jankelsen  of  Incandes¬ 
cent  Supply  Cq.  the  president  of  the  consolidated  dis¬ 
tributorships.  This  will  make  one  of  the  largest  inde¬ 
pendent  wholesale  distributors  in  the  Western  states,  for 
only  recently  Phillips  &  Edwards  merged  with  the  Electric 
Corp.  of  San  Francisco  and  Stockton,  It  will  be  a  state¬ 
wide  chain  with  houses  in  Redding,  Sacramento,  Fresno, 
Oakland  and  San  Francisco  of  Incandescent,  and  Stockton 
and  Redwood  City  for  Phillips  &  Edwards.  Incandescent  has 
been  one  of  the  leading  distributors  of  lighting  fixtures 
and  table  appliances  in  California. 
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Another  distril^utor  merger  is  reported  from  Los  Angeles. 
Pacific  States  Electric  Wholesale  Co.  at  4856  Valley 
Blvd.  h^  acquired  Standard  Wholesale,  and  will  be  known 
as  Pacific  Standard  Electrical  Wholesale  Co. 


A  spectacular  figure  in  the  wholesale  distribution  field  was 
lost  when  Philip  George  Gough.  67,  president  and  founder 
of  Gough  Industries,  died  Dec.  6  in  Los  Angeles.  Born  in 
Spokane,  he  came  to  Los  Angeles  in  1909,  and  he  and 
Listenwalter  formed  Listenwalter  &  Gough,  which  later 
became  Gough  Industries.  The  organization  has  branch 
houses  from  Fresno  to  San  Diego  and  in  Arizona. 


Sierra  Transformer  Co.  has  moved  into  its  new  factory  at 
8833  Miner  St.,  Los  Angeles  2. 


Management 

change 


E.  E.  Young  has  been  appointed  president  of  Sues,  Young  & 
Brown  to  succeed  M.  G.  "Pete”  Sues,  who  is  retiring  to 
take  active  management  of  his  ranching  interest. 


Hotpoint  has  moved  into  new  regional  offices  at  458  Penin¬ 
sular  Ave.  in  San  Mateo.  L.  E.  Ankersen  has  been  moved 
here  from  Chicago  as  Western  regional  sales  manager. 


«  *  *  * 


Thirty-five  of  every  100  families  in  Portland  General  Elec¬ 
tric  territory  (that’s  about  35,700  families)  are  plan¬ 
ning  to  buy  at  least  one  of  a  list  of  11  major  appli¬ 
ances,  according  to  a  consumer  survey  made  for  the  com¬ 
pany  by  a  research  firm.  Home  freezers  top  the  list, 
with  24,563,  and  refrigerators  are  close  behind.  Next  in 
order  come  automatic  washers,  clothes  dryers,  ranges, 
blankets,  dishwashers,  air  conditioners,  water  heaters, 
conventional  washers  and  garbage  disposers. 


Promotion  of  the  electric  heat  pump  at  ’’circus  tent”  and 
other  showings  around  the  system  has  been  very  success¬ 
ful,  Southern  California  Edison  Co.  reports.  More  than 
8,000  units  will  be  connected  on  company  lines  in  1958 
as  compared  with  400  in  1957.  This  program  will  be  de¬ 
scribed  in  a  later  issue. 


San  Diego  Gas  &  Electric  Co.  probably  will  record  its  high¬ 
est  customer  growth  in  1958.  At  any  rate  it  is  beating 
the  1953  high  at  latest  tally.  Sept.  30.  Of  15,871  cus¬ 
tomers  added  in  all  categories,  14,374  were  single  family 
residential  customers.  Growth  in  residential  sales  was 
not  proportionate,  however,  the  company  said.  Industrial 
sales  were  making  a  big  gain  due  in  large  part  to  the 
missile  industry. 


Los  Angeles  Department  of  Water  &  Power  reports  that  sales 
of  ranges  rose  from  six  a  day  at  the  start  of  its  push 
on  this  appliance  to  22  a  day  at  the  end  of  the  cam¬ 
paign.  The  ^30  special  wiring  allowance  during  the  drive 
and  the  new  wire-on- time  payment  plan  were  aids. 
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Pacific  Gas  and  Electric  Co.  will  release  its  1959  market 
outlook  on  Jan,  1,  This  annual  "booklet  is  a  quick  refer- 
ence  on  sales  opportxinities  for  dealers  who  want  to  tie 
in  with  PG  and  E  promotions  and  for  those  interested  in 
market  trends  in  residential,  commercial  and  industrial 
fields. 


«  «  *  • 


A  new  Construction  Exchange  has  been  established  in  Los 
Angeles  to  act  as  a  coiinon  meeting  ground  for  general 
contractors,  subcontractors,  architects,  engineers  and 
suppliers  to  consider  problems  of  bidding  procedures  and 
methods  of  improving  them.  Glen  Arbogast,  Newbery  Elec¬ 
tric  Co.,  acted  as  temporary  chairman  Dec.  3  at  its  first 
board  of  directors  meeting.  Charles  Hayes  of  Electrical 
Estimators  was  named  business  manager.  President  for  1959 
is  J.  T,  Lohman  of  Lohman  Bros.  Plumbing  Co.  Ray  Carey, 
NECA  executive  secretary,  was  appointed  to  the  board  of 
directors. 

In  describing  the  need  for  a  Construction  Exchange, 
Arbogast  declared,  ’’The  age  of  chiselry  is  not  only  here, 
it  is  in  full  bloom.”  He  defined  ’’chiselry”  as  ”a  gener¬ 
al  prevailing  practice  in  the  construction  industry  of 
haggling,  time  consuming  activities  often  leading  to 
bankruptcy,” 


Negotiations  in  Salt  Lake  City  were  still  at  a  stalemate  at 
last  report,  and  l^BCA  Intermountain  Chapter  and  IBEW 
Local  354  seem  destined  to  take  their  case  to  the  Council 
on  Industrial  Relations.  Although  agreement  had  been 
reached  in  the  negotiating  committees,  the  union  member¬ 
ship  was  not  inclined  to  accept  the  settlement. 

Demand  for  workers  in  Utah  is  reported  to  have  ex¬ 
ceeded  similar  demands  of  a  year  ago,  the  Utah  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Emplo3rment  Security  stated.  Medium  annual  earn¬ 
ings  for  electricians  between  July  1957  and  June  1958, 
the  department  reported,  were  f5,745  as  compared  to  a 
f6,800  potential  for  full-time  employment  at  40  hours 
per  week. 


Because  they  want  to  do  their  own  electrical  and  plumbing 
for  the  appliances  they  sell  the  appliance  dealers  of 
Los  Angeles  who  have  applied  for  specialty  licenses  from 
the  Board  of  Building  and  Safety  Commissioners  have 
stirred  up  a  fight.  NECA  contractors  have  organized  a 
protest  as  have  several  independent  contractors.  A  hear¬ 
ing  on  the  question  was  set  for  Dec,  11. 


A  new  attitude  on  the  part  of  the  Department  of  Justice  in 
regard  to  bid  depositories  is  reported  by  the  National 
Electrical  Contractors  Assn,  in  a  recent  bulletin.  This 
has  resulted  from  the  almost  passed  legislation  during 
the  last  Congress  in  which  bid  shopping  and  bid  peddling 
were  declared  to  be  unfair  practices.  While  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Justice  cannot  give  an  o.k,  to  any  form  of  organ¬ 
ization,  bid  depository  plans  properly  safeguarded  in 
the  public  interest  will  be  looked  upon  in  that  ligEt. 
Caution  was  expressed  that  any  group  abuses  of  the  new 
attitude,  nMiely,  operation  of  a  depository  as  a  cloak 
for  bid  rigging,  price  fixing  or  other  restraints  of 
trade,  would  result  in  loss  of  this  governmental  tol¬ 
erance.  However,  even  this  much  sanction  or  release 
from  worry  is  a  boon  to  the  many  bid  depositories  that 
have  been  set  up  in  an  effort  to  clean  up  bidding. 
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Grounding 

revision 


The  insulated  water  -piring  system  has  caused  more  concern 
among  inspectors  and  more  expense  to  contractors  during 
recent  months  than  anything  else.  Not  Only  the  water 
utilities  but  the  gas  utilities  now  seek  to  isolate 
their  underground  piping  systems  to  reduce  electrolysis. 
In  an  attempt  to  get  some  clarification  in  the  next  edi¬ 
tion  of  the  NationaP  Electrical  Code  the  correlating 
committee  of  NFPA  in  November  was  considering  the  re¬ 
quirement  to  bond  all  metallic  systems  within  a  building 
and  in  the  'ground  adjacent  to  a  building  and  the  use  of 
ground  electrodes  if  water  piping  is  less  than  10  ft 
in  length. 


To  -prevent  interchangeability  of  circuit  breakers  and  to 
meet  the  inspectors’  demands  in  that  respect,  NEMA  sent 
a  letter  to  lAEI  President  Dewey  Johnson  suggesting  that 
a  nontamperable  trim  be  used.  Kiis  trim  could  only  be 
removed  by  special  tools,  having  screws  that  could  not 
be  backed  out.  The  lAEI  committee  on  the  subject  was 
unanimous  in  its  opinion  that  this  did  not  meet  the 
requirements  asked  for. 


Own  a 
lamp  post 


i  Another  develQT.niGiit  of  importance  to  contractors  is  a  recent 
!  study  conducted  by  University  of  Illinois  and,  Columbia 

;  University  to  find  out  why  some  companies,  such  as 

j  industrials  and  utilities,  do  not  contract  out  more  of 

i  their  work.  It  found  that  union  agreements  between  many 

industrials  and  utilities  and  their  employees  restrict 
■  managements  contracting  for  construction  with  outside 

I  firms.  This  hints  of  smoldering  jurisdictional  fires  in 

the  AFL-CIO  merger,  some  of  which  have  already  flared. 

! 

j  Anyone  can  have  his  own  automatic  street  light  in  Washington 
Water  Power  territory,  as  contractors  have  been  selling 
individual  yard  lights  to  farms  and  small  business  es¬ 
tablishments  in  the  rural  areas.  The  installation  con¬ 
sists  of  a  pole  on  which  is  mounted  a  lighting  unit  with 
a  time  clock  to  turn  the  light  on  at  sundown  and  off  at 
I  sunrise.  A  campaign  is  being  sponsored  in  Washington 

!  Water  Power  territory,  and  18  contractors  are  listed  as 

'  doing  the  installation. 


Ground iiig  receptacles  and  a  three-wire  system  by  which  to 
ground  ail  receptacle  outlets  will  now  be  required  in  the 
Province  of  Alberta  in  new  regulations  being  outlined  by 
I.  G,  Finlay,  chief  electrical  inspector  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Industries  and  Labor.  After  Jan.  1  all  new  cir¬ 
cuit  wiring  must  be  of  the  three-wire,  grounding  type. 
Existing  two-wire  circuits  reed  not  be  replaced,  but  ad¬ 
ditional  wiring  must  be  grounded.  A  later  step  in  this 
program  is  to  require  replacements  of  two-wire  recep¬ 
tacles  with  the  grounding  three-wire  type,  and  sale  of 
appliances  which  can  be  used  only  with  such  receptacles. 


To  make  1959 
extra  fine 


Business  building  promotions  scheduled  for  1959  that  will 
make  business  for  contractors  and  work  for  electricians 
are  numerous.  Among  them  will  be  the  ”Eye-Fi”  relighting 
campaign  developed  by  the  National  Lighting  Bureau  for 
commercial  and  industrial;  the  Housepower  campaigns;  the 
Medallion  Home  programs:  and  the  Medallion  modernization 
program  to  bring  wiring  in  old  homes  up  to  Medallion 
standards.  Even  FHA  has  some  help  to  offer  as  it  an¬ 
nounces  new  minimum  property  standards  that  will  give 
consideration  to  electrical  improvements  and  more  em¬ 
phasis  on  the  Title  I  modernization  loans. 
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Art  Kohler  is  the  new  chief  electrical  inspector  for  Santa 
Barbara.  He  replaces  James  Bradsbury  who  resigned 
recently. 


Inspection  of  schools  by  city  electrical  inspectors  can  be 
done  if  the  inspector  is  asked  to  do  so  by  the  fire 
chief  of  the  city  Or  fire  marshal  of  the  county.  This 
was  made  possible  by  a  recent  memo^’andum  from  the  Cali¬ 
fornia  State  Fire  Btershal’s  Office  which  set  forth  new 
requirements  that  the  state  fire  marshal’s  office  or  fire 
chiefs  were  to  inspect  all  school  buildings  or  buildings 
of  public  occupancy.  Regulations  of  the  California  State 
Safety  Orders  are  to  apply. 


Total  name-plate  capacity  of  California  Oregon  Power  Co., 
Medford,  Ore.,  increased  20%  with  the  opening  of  its  new 
Big  Bend  project.  The  ^12,500,000  hydroelectric  plant, 
located  on  the  Klamath  River,  is  capable  of  delivering 
80,000  kw. 


Many  long  years  a-borning,  the  $350,000,000  John  I>a.y  Dam  is 
officially  under  way.  The  multipurpose  project  will  be 
completed  in  10  years,  with  a  capability  of  2,200,000  kw. 


Southern  California  Edison’s  giant  200,000-kw  Huntington 
Beach  Unit  No.  2  is  now  in  commercial  operation. 


Pacific  Gas  and  Electric  Co. ’ s  50,000-kw  Unit  No.  2  at  Hum¬ 
boldt  Bay  is  on  the  line,  doubling  the  capacity' of  the 
station.  Arthur  J.  Swank,  PG  and  E  vice-president  in 
charge  of  electric  operations,  told  guests  at  the  dedica¬ 
tion  that  Humboldt's  Unit  No.  3,  to  be  fueled  by  nuclear 
ener^,  "is  taking  form  on  the  drawing  boards  of  the 
engineers.  Construction  should  start  in  the  spring  of 
1960,  and  completion  is  scheduled  for  mid-1962.’’ 


Hawaiian  Electric  Co.  has  recently  announced  a  $650,000 
project  to  build  13  miles  of  138,000-v  transmission 
across  Oahu  to  increase  the  power  supply  to  the  fast¬ 
growing  Windward  side  of  the  island.  Oahu’s  present 
transmission  voltage  is  46,000  v. 


National  Electrical  Week  in  February  of  1959  will  be  cele¬ 
brated  in  southern  Idaho  by  a  lighting  pageant,  a  science 
youth  day  on  Edison’s  birthday,  and  the  annual  electrical 
conference  of  Snake  River  Valley  Electrical  Assn,  The 
latter  will  conclude  Electrical  Week  on  Feb.  14  at  the 
Owyhee  Hotel.  The  lighting  pageant  will  trace  the  prog¬ 
ress  of  lighting  through  the  ages.  It  is  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  Ralph  Zundel,  lighting  committee  chairman  of 
SRVEA,  Boise,  and  will  be  presented  in  the  Pocatello  area 
Feb.  10,  Twin  Falls  Feb.  11,  Boise  Feb.  12,  Utah  Section 
of  lES  is  assisting  in  preparation  of  the  slides  and  ma¬ 
terial  for  the  lighting  pageant. 
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RMEL  Reports 


To  TProvlde  travel  expenses  to  the  National  Technical  Con¬ 
ference  of  Illuminating  Engineering  Society,  the  sugges¬ 
tion  was  made  at  a  recent  Northwestern  regional  organi¬ 
zational  meeting  that  sections  and  chapters  contribute 
what  formerly  have  been  cash  prizes  to  the  winners  of 
local  ”My  Most  Interesting  Lighting  Job”  contests  to  the 
regional  winner.  It  was  thought  that  local  prize  money 
could  be  better  utilized  in  this  way. 


Increasing  dues  to  the  International  Association  of  Elec- 
trical  Inspectors  proposed  at  all  of  the  section  meet¬ 
ings  was  finally  adopted  by  the  executive  council.  This 
will  mean  an  increase  of  active  inspector  dues  to  ^10  a 
year  from  $6,  of  associates  to  ^15,  creation  of  a  class 
1  associate  at  ^10  for  individual  wiremen  and  small  con¬ 
tractors  and  the  dropping  of  the  municipal- type  F-10 
group. 


From  The  Desk  of  J.  E.  Wilson,  President 

Rocky  Mountain  Electrical  League 

As  the  president-elect  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  Electrical 
Lea^e,  I  am  pleased  to  be  asked  to  cover  some  of  our 
activities,  although  my  term  of  office  does  not  actually 
begin  until  Jan.  1.  We  feel  that  we  have  completed  a  very 
successful  year  under  the  guidance  of  outgoing  President 
Veryl  Hoover  and  hope  we  may  keep  up  the  excellent  pace 
set  by  him  for  the  year  1958. 

At  our  initial  board  meeting,  our  officers  and  committee 
chairmen  were  optimistic  about  prospects  for  the  new 
year.  Businesswise  we  were  not  appreciably  affected  by 
the  recession  the  first  half  of  1958  and  many  of  our 
members  are  reporting  the  year  '58  as  their  best  to  date 
by  substantial  margins — some  of  our  major  electrical 
distributors  are  showing  more  than  25%  increase.  The 
Denver  Post  of  Dec.  3  reported  "Yule  sales  in  Denver  top 
1957  by  lO  to  15%. "  We  are  in  a  rapidly  growing  area, 
with  expansion  of  almost  every  line  of  business. 


Dates  have  been  agreed  upon  for  our  two  major  activities 

during  1959  as  follows:  Our  Annual  Spring  Work  Conference 
will  be  held  at  the  new  Continental  Denver  Motor  Hotel, 
April  19-21  and  our  56th  Annual  Fall  Convention  will  be 
held  at  the  Broadmoor  Hotel  in  Colorado  Springs,  Oct. 
25-29,  with  an  estimated  attendance  of  from  300  to  350 
at  each. 


We  are  pleased  to  welcome  the  following  company  members,  who 
have  recently  joined  RMEL:  Robohm  Appliances,  Englewood, 
represented  by  Leonard  Robohm;  Delta  Municipal  Light  & 
Power,  Delta,  represented  by  W.  G.  Crawley;  Bryant  Elec¬ 
tric  Co.,  represented  by  0.  J.  Barber;  Petersen  Engineer¬ 
ing  Co.  Inc.,  Santa  Clara,  Calif.,  represented  by  G.  A. 
Petersen,  president;  and  Federal  Pacific  Electric  Co., 

San  Francisco,  represented  by  W.  J.  Smith. 

Several  of  our  directors  are  looking  forward  to  attending  a 
possible  joint  meeting  with  the  directors  of  NELPA  and 
PCEA  in  San  Francisco  on  May  19. 

We  are  all  looking  forward  to  the  dedication  ceremony  on 
Saturday,  Dec.  20,  of  the  Dave  Johnston  steam-electric 
plant  located  six  miles  east  of  Glenrock,  Wyo.  The  dedi¬ 
cation  of  this  100,000-kw  plant  marks  the  opening  of  a 
bright  new  era  of  Wyoming’s  industrial  development  and 
progress.  President  Veryl  Hoover  said  that  already  there 
have  been  500  acceptances  to  his  invitation  to  this 
significant  event. 
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